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MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 7, 2010 REGULAR MEETING OF THE COVINA CITY COUNCIL/REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/PUBLIC FINANCE AUTHORITY HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 125 EAST COLLEGE STREET
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NEW BUSINESS    


Mayor Delach called the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority meeting to order at 6:34 p.m. and recessed to closed session.
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NEW BUSINESS    

Council Members Present:
Allen, Delach, King, Low, Stapleton

Elected Officials Present: 
City Clerk

City Attorney Marco Martinez noted for the record that City Council would be recessing into closed session to discuss the items listed on the agenda, which include conference with real property negotiators concerning the property listed on closed session item A.  In addition, a conference with legal counsel under closed session item B relates to initiation of possible litigation and discussion of legal options for enforcing zoning compliance for group quarters that has been established at 353 North Greer Avenue.
Mayor Pro Tem King arrived at 6:42 p.m.

Staff Members Present: City Manager, City Attorney, Police Chief, Community Development Director/Redevelopment Agency Development Deputy Director, Public Works Director, Human Resources Director, Finance Director, Parks and Recreation Director, Police Captain, Sr. Management Analyst, Sr. Redevelopment Manager, Redevelopment Manager, Human Resources Analyst, City Planner, Contract Communications Manager and Deputy City Clerk

The Deputy City Clerk of the Covina City Council hereby declares that the agenda for the December 7, 2010 Regular City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority meeting was posted on December 2, 2010 near the front entrance of City Hall, 125 East College Street, Covina, in accordance with §54954.2(a) of the Government Code.

 

A.
G.C. §54956.8 – CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR


NEGOTIATIONS TO INCLUDE BOTH PRICE AND TERMS: 


DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE: Robert Neiuber, Comm. Development Director

· Covina Valley Unified School District – 120 East School Street (APN 8430-027-900)

· Covina Valley Unified School District – Vacant Land South Side Puente Street at Third Avenue (APN: 8444-021-904)

· Mercy Moreno – 147-151 East College Street (APN  8445-001-918)

· Geoffrey Scott – 542 N. Cabernet (APN 8431-014-089)

· The Olson Company – 322 North Citrus Avenue (APN 8430-027-017)

· The Olson Company – 316 North Citrus Avenue (APN 8430-027-907)

· The Olson Company – 300 North Citrus Avenue (APN 8430-027-023)

· The Olson Company – 312 North Citrus Avenue (APN 8430-027-906)

B.
G.C. §54956.9(c) – CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – Anticipated Litigation


Number of Cases: One (1)
The City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority meeting reconvened at 7:34 p.m.


Council Member Low led the pledge of allegiance.

Covina Police Chaplain Jerry Gunderson gave the invocation.

Jason Bethke, Vice President of Global Water Resources gave a presentation on the automated meter-reading project that is currently underway in the City of Covina.  There was a brief discussion regarding water-billing issues.
Mayor Delach and Community Development Director Robert Neiuber presented the winner of the ShopCovina contest, "Dinner for Two at Covina Restaurants" to Brad Johnson.  It was his winning best restaurant of Casa Moreno review.   
Mayor Delach requested members of Cub Scout Pack 444 stand and be recognized.
Diane Goldburg spoke on the new parking structure being constructed at Aurora Charter Oak Hospital and how the influx of cars parked on residential streets leave no parking for her and her guests.  Ms. Goldburg stated after speaking with a representative from Aurora Hospital she learned that employees are not using the shuttle from an off-site parking lot and are parking on residential streets.  Ms. Goldburg expressed a safety concern because her view is compromised by cars when she backs out her driveway.  Ms. Goldburg requested assistance by Council and staff.
City Manager Daryl Parrish stated that City staff was made aware of the situation this morning.  He advised that Aurora Charter Oak Hospital is working on a parking solution during the construction.
Council Member Stapleton requested staff table the item for discussion at the next Council meeting.
Council Member Stapleton thanked staff for their work on the parade.  He thanked the Public Works Department and West Coast Arborist for trimming the tree on Rowland Street.  Council Member Stapleton noted that it was the 69th anniversary of Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day and expressed his appreciation to those who sacrifice their lives and those who currently serve in the military.
Council Member Allen thanked staff for their hard work on the parade.  He referenced the band performance after the parade and suggested residents stay next year to see the awards presented.
Mayor Pro Tem King noted the large crowd in attendance at the parade and expressed thanks to the volunteers and staff for their hard work.  He stated the Army band is looking forward to returning next year and would like to participate in the concert program.
Council Member Low announced that December 15, 2010 marks the 219th anniversary of the ratification of the Bill of Rights to the Constitution of the United States.  Council Member Low provided details on the First Amendment and the Bills of Rights.  He outlined details of how President Dwight Eisenhower and Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court Earl Warren and California State Assemblyman Jesse Unruh played a crucial role in the Bill of Rights as it is applied to the States.  Council Member Low noted Mayor Pro Tem King’s acquaintance to Jesse Unruh’s secretary (former boss’s mother).  He referenced the large crowd sitting in the audience, referencing that many people in history have played a part and changed America.
Mayor Delach thanked staff and the volunteers who worked on the Christmas parade.  She reported that City Hall would be closed December 24 through December 31, 2010.  
City Manager Daryl Parrish reported that staff would provide a report at the next meeting of the results from the X-it survey device, which has been placed in the lobby at City Hall and at Casa Moreno.
City Council took the following items, PH2 and PH3, out of order.
Public Hearing was before City Council to consider application Condition Use Permit 10-008 and Variance 10-002 and Negative Declaration related to the wireless communication facility located at 1288 North Bonnie Cove Circle and determine if the required findings can be justified.

Mayor Delach opened the public hearing at 8:28 p.m.

Thomas Philip spoke in opposition of the proposed application and expressed his unease regarding the unknown health risks of long-term exposure to radiofrequency radiation energy from cell towers.  Mr. Philip stated the large electrical unit would be placed directly behind his backyard and expressed a safety concern regarding his three children.
Linda Jefferies spoke in opposition and expressed the same concerns as Mr. Philip.  Mrs. Jefferies stated the proposed pine-type cell tower does not fit in the neighborhood and she is worried about decreased property values.
Martha Chan, Ernesto Apontes and Christina Apontes spoke in opposition.
Enrique Ehguidahos spoke in opposition and expressed a concern with the close proximity of the cell equipment to his property and the noise coming from the equipment.
Julius Baclayou and Ophelia Baclayou spoke in opposition.
Chris Hoeg spoke in opposition and asked the City Council to consider the concerns of the community.  
David and Ana Perez; Linda Chaing and Chilin Huang spoke in opposition.
Maureen Gallaugher spoke in opposition and expressed a concern regarding the unknown health risks from cell towers.
Pak Kouch spoke in opposition of the proposed cell tower.  She expressed a concern regarding the health risk for her children and other children in the neighborhood.  

Kirk Jeffries stated he attended the Planning Commission meeting where the application was first discussed and it is his understanding that the proposed site was chosen because of the rental fee.  Mr. Jefferies expressed that he and his neighbors should not be put at risk because the location has the lowest rental lease.  He expressed a concern regarding noise coming from the cell tower equipment and the microwave tower that is proposed for the site.
Sonny Chan spoke in opposition.

Brian Martz spoke in opposition.  Mr. Martz expressed his appreciation for allowing the residents to speak.  He stated that he enjoys living in the City of Covina and urged the City Council to listen to the voices of the Community.
Bindu Thomas spoke in opposition.  She stated the proposed cell tower would be placed directly behind her residence.  She expressed a concern regarding potential health risks for her children.
City Attorney Marco Martinez noted that federal law prohibits the City from considering the electromagnetic field (EMF) impacts of a cell tower.  He advised that the City Council could not base their decision on the consequences of the electromagnetic field; however, Council can base their decision on compatibility of the neighborhood, aesthetics of the proposed tower, issues related to fulfilling a coverage gap and other alternative locations for placement.
Amit Patel, President of Aspen Associates Telecom, representative for the applicant, T-Mobile.  Mr. Patel stated he understands that this is a sensitive issue.  He stated that more and more residents are turning to cell phones as their primary telecommunication and the need for additional towers are required to meet such demands.  Mr. Patel provided an overview of the cell tower and equipment placement.  Mr. Patel, representing T-Mobile requested the public hearing be continued to allow time to address the concerns presented this evening.
Council Member Stapleton inquired if T-Mobile has considered another site.
Mr. Patel responded that they have explored other locations; however, they are trying to get coverage to the residents in the surrounding neighborhood.  He noted that they wish to work with the community.
Mayor Delach inquired if the tower and equipment placement could be moved to East Ciengea Avenue and Bonnie Cove Avenue behind the church signage, farthest away from the residents.
Council Member Allen requested data on the number of dropped calls and inquired if the cell tower height could be lowered.
Mayor Pro Tem King requested that Mr. Patel address the resident’s public safety issues and equipment concerns at the community meeting.

City Council requested that Mr. Patel work with staff to look at an alternative site, bring forward data regarding coverage gaps, height and equipment aesthetics, address safety concerns and provide outreach to the community.

At 9:11 p.m., on a motion made by Mayor Delach, seconded by Council Member Low, the City Council continued the Public Hearing to the February 1, 2011 meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.

Public Hearing was before City Council to consider application Condition Use Permit 10-010 and Variance 10-004 and Negative Declaration related to the wireless communication facility located at 1175 East Garvey Avenue and determine if the required findings can be justified.

Mayor Delach opened the public hearing at 9:15 p.m.

Lorena and Jaime Jasso spoke of the public safety issues regarding proposed cell tower.  Mr. Jasso requested prior to the community meeting, the residents be advised of the qualification of the T-Mobile representative overseeing the public safety issues.  Mr. Jasso would like the residents to conduct independent research and verify the credentials of the T-Mobile representatives.
Amit Patel, President of Aspen Associates Telecom, representative for the applicant, T-Mobile, requested the public hearing be continued to allow time to address the community concerns.
At 9:19 p.m., on a motion made by Mayor Delach, seconded by Council Member Low, the City Council continued the Public Hearing to the February 1, 2011 meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.

On a motion by Mayor Pro Tem King, seconded by Council Member Stapleton, the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority approved Consent Calendar items CC1, CC2, CC3, CC4, CC6, CC7, CC8, CC9, CC10, CC11, CC12, CC13, and CC14, noting an amendment to Urgency Ordinance No. 10-1989 for CC11.  Motion carried 5-0.  Consent Calendar item CC5 was removed for further discussion and consideration.


City Council approved the Minutes of the November 16, 2010 Regular City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority Meeting.

City Council received and filed Fiscal Year 2010-2011 1st Quarter Update on Major Funds.


City Council received and filed the 2nd Quarter Sales Tax Report.


City Council received and filed the report of the 2010 California Public Employers Labor and Relations Association (CalPelra) Conference.


City Council received and filed the report on the Fueling Station Upgrade.

Council Member Stapleton requested clarification on the funds used for the fueling station upgrade. 
Public Works Director Steve Henley reported that all four pumps, nozzles, air hoses and air relief valves are to be replaced.  In addition, a card reader system would be relocated out of direct sunlight.  Public Works Director Steve Henley reported the upgrade was budgeted this fiscal year.
On a motion by Mayor Delach, seconded by Council Member Stapleton, the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority approved Consent Calendar item CC5.  Motion carried 5-0.


City Council approved the Memorandum of Understanding for the 2011 Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count Opt-In Program with the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority.

City Council approved the use of funds from the Community Development Block Grant 2010-2011 funding allocation for Special Economic Development.


City Council adopted Resolution No. 10-6911, recognizing a "Day without a Bag" in the City of Covina.

City Council adopted Resolution No. 10-6899, approving and adopting an amended Conflict of Interest Code pursuant to the Political Reform Act of 1974.


City Council adopted Ordinance No. 10-1987, amending Title 11 of the Covina Municipal Code Pertaining to Controls in Public Rights-of-Way.


City Council adopted Urgency Ordinance No. 10-1989, amending the Contract between the City of Covina and Public Employment Retirement System (PERS) to provide a 3% at 55-retirement formula for Sworn Employees hired after January 1, 2011.


City Council/Redevelopment Agency approved a Right of Entry Agreement with the Olson Company to remove items from the public right of way at the Olson Citrus Walk project site and authorize the Executive Director to execute the agreement.

Redevelopment Agency amended Relocation and Lease Termination Settlement Offer/Settlement Agreements with Private Beach Tanning, Salon Cielo, and Le Petit as part of the Olson Citrus Walk Project.

Redevelopment Agency awarded public works contract for at-grade demolition of Olson Citrus Walk Project site and approved Agency Resolution No. 10-646, and authorization for Executive Director to execute the agreement.


Public Hearing was before City Council to consider adoption of Ordinance No. 10-1990, second reading regarding adopting the 2010 California, Administrative, Building, Residential and Green Building Codes, et al., and the 2011 Los Angeles County Fire Code by reference and amending Title 14, Buildings and Construction, of the Covina Municipal Code.  

Mayor Delach opened the public hearing at 9:25 p.m.  There were no speakers.  Mayor Delach closed the public hearing at 9:25 p.m.

On a motion made by Council Member Low, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem King, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 10-1990.  Motion carried 5-0.

Public Hearing was before City Council to consider approval of the General Plan Amendment updating the City of Covina Housing Element and the related environmental document and resolution.

Mayor Delach opened the public hearing at 9:26 p.m.  There were no speakers.  Mayor Delach closed the public hearing at 9:26 p.m.
Council Member Low commented on the December 2009 minutes from Housing and Community Development Advisory Committee (HCDA) and inquired as to why there were no other meetings this year.  Council Member Low stated one of elements of the HCDA Committee is to maintain affordable housing and in the past CDBG (Community Development Block Grant) funds was used to assist low-income elderly residents and inquired if the program has been suspended.
Redevelopment Agency Deputy Director Robert Neiuber reported that the HCDA Committee meets periodically throughout the year and have had some difficulty in maintaining a quorum to hold meetings.  He reported the primary goal of the HCDA Committee is to discuss the CDBG program and make recommendations to City Council with those budget recommendations coming before City Council in January of each year.
Mayor Delach inquired if the HCDA Committee could also look at ways to assist low-income residents with help on the increasing cost of water and requested the item be placed on a future agenda for discussion.
A brief discussion took place on HCDA Committee recruitment with Mayor Pro Tem King and Council Member Allen offering to form a sub-committee to assist with recruitment.
On a motion made by Mayor Pro Tem King, seconded by Council Member Allen, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 10-6912, approving General Plan Amendment 08-001 updating the City of Covina Housing Element for the period of 2008-2014 and approving a Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact and Initial Study of the draft Housing Element; with direction to form a sub-committee to recruit for the HCDA Committee.  Motion carried 5-0.


City Council to receive and file a demonstration of Downtown Covina Base Circlulation Computer Model.
Public Works Department Sr. Management Analyst Alex Gonzalez presented a computer model of the pedestrian, bicycle and vehicle traffic for the Covina downtown area, pedestrian and vehicle interactions at the Metrolink station and bicycle planning for the downtown area.  He advised the study would allow the City to plan for smart sustainable growth.
On a motion made by Council Member Stapleton, seconded by Council Member Low, the City Council received and filed the demonstration.  Motion carried 5-0.

City Council/Public Finance Authority consideration of authorizing the issuance of Water Revenue Bonds and other related official actions.

City Manager Daryl Parrish reported the issuance of bonds would be applied to the 12.4 million dollar infrastructure improvements, which include the  City’s 30 year, 50 year, and in some locations, 100 year old water system.
Public Works Director Steve Henley provided a report on the infrastructure improvements, which include the Charter Oak reservoir, Forestdale reservoir valves, Cypress reservoir, Holt Avenue pump station and auxiliary/solar power systems at various sites.  Public Works Director Steven Henley reported on the system replacement program to five target areas that are the oldest and most problematic.
Further discussion took place on the timeline of projects and the coordination of water improvement projects with sewer improvement projects.
Finance Director Dilu De Alwis reported that it is a great time for bond issuance because of low interest rates.  He announced there is a pre-audit period, which would allow Covina residents the first opportunity to purchase bonds prior to being sold in the open market.
Mike Williams, representative from CM de Crinis, and Ralph Holmes, principal staff at De La Rosa & Co., reported that two bond-underwriting firms, De La Rosa & Company, and Fidelity Capital Markets would be used to promote the bond sales and help ensure the lowest interest rate.  Mr. Williams advised the telephone numbers for the two brokers would be provided on the City’s website.  First priority would be given to Covina residents to fill orders, then California retail orders, then national orders and lastly international orders.  Mr. Williams stated that to give smaller investors an opportunity to purchase bonds the retail orders are limited to $500,000.  The bond credit rating of AA-, which means the obligor has a strong capacity and meets its financial commitments.  Mr. Williams stated the current interest rate is at just over 5%; therefore, it is smart to get in the market quickly, with the schedule to be in the market approximately December 16, 2010 and to close on December 29, 2010.

On a motion made by Mayor Delach, seconded by Council Member Allen, the City Council/Public Finance Authority adopted City Resolution No. 10-6915, authorizing proceedings and agreements  relating to the financing of water system improvements, approving issuance and sale of bonds by the Covina Public Financing Authority, approving an official statement and authorizing official actions and execution of related documents.  Motion carried 4-1, with Council Member Low voting no.
On a motion made by Mayor Delach, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem King, adopted Public Finance Authority Resolution No. 10-10, authorizing the issuance of its water revenue bonds in one or more series in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $15,000,000 in connection with the financing of certain improvements of benefit of the water system of the City of Covina, authorizing and directing execution of an indenture of trust, an installment purchase agreement and an agency agreement authorizing the sale of bonds, approving a bond purchase agreement and an official statement, and authorizing official actions and execution of related documents.  Motion carried 4-1, with Council Member Low voting in no.
City Council to consider adopting Interim Urgency Ordinance No. 10-1991, establishing a 45-day moratorium on the permitting of new standalone wireless communicion facilities.

On a motion made by Council Member Stapleton, seconded by Mayor Delach, the City Council adopted Interim Urgency Ordinance No. 10-1991, establishing a 45-day moratorium on the permitting of new standalone wireless communication facilities and directed staff to study revision to the City's existing zoning regulations to address standalone wireless communication facilities.  Motion carried 5-0.

At 10:23 p.m., Mayor Delach adjourned the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority meeting.  The next meeting of the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 21, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. for closed session followed by open session at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 125 East College Street, Covina, California, 91723.
________________________________

Catherine M. LaCroix

Deputy City Clerk/Agency Secretary

Approved this 18th day of January, 2011.

________________________________
Peggy Delach, Mayor/Chairperson
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