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MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 16, 2010 REGULAR MEETING OF THE COVINA CITY COUNCIL/REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/PUBLIC FINANCE AUTHORITY HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 125 EAST COLLEGE STREET
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NEW BUSINESS    


Mayor Delach called the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. and recessed to closed session.

[image: image3.emf] 

NEW BUSINESS    

Council Members Present:
Allen, Delach, King, Low, Stapleton

Elected Officials Present: 
City Clerk

Staff Members Present: City Manager, City Attorney, Police Chief, Community Development Director, Public Works Director, Human Resources Director, Finance Director, Parks and Recreation Director, Police Captain, Police Lieutenant, Sr. Management Analyst, Sr. Redevelopment Manager, Redevelopment Manager, City Planner, Contract Communications Manager, Deputy City Clerk

The Deputy City Clerk of the Covina City Council hereby declares that the agenda for the November 16, 2010 Regular City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority meeting was posted on November 10, 2010 near the front entrance of City Hall, 125 East College Street, Covina, in accordance with §54954.2(a) of the Government Code.

 

A.
G.C. §54956.8 – CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR


NEGOTIATIONS TO INCLUDE BOTH PRICE AND TERMS: 


DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE: Robert Neiuber, Comm. Development Director

· Covina Valley Unified School District – 120 East School Street (APN 8430-027-900)

· Covina Valley Unified School District – Vacant Land South Side Puente Street at Third Avenue (APN: 8444-021-904)

· Mercy Moreno – 147-151 East College Street (APN  8445-001-918)

· Elite Dining, Inc. – 114 E. Italia Street (APN 8445-001-905)

· Charlie Park – 116 E. School Street (APN 8430-027-009)

· Yen Yao Hsih (APN 8431-028-007

· Yen Yao Hsih (APN 8431-028-025)

· Yen Yao Hsih (APN 8431-028-026)

· Yen Yao Hsih (APN 8431-028-029)

· Greg Bozzani – 602 S. Citrus Avenue (APN 8451-001-911)

· Greg Bozzani – 626 S. Citrus Avenue (APN 8451-001-911)

· Enterprise – 635 South Citrus Ave. (APN 8453-001-906 & 8453-001-900) 

B.
G.C. §54956.9(c) – CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – Anticipated Litigation


Number of Cases: One (1)

The City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority meeting reconvened at 7:31 p.m.

City Attorney Marco Martinez announced that there were no reportable actions related to Closed Session item A and B.  He also noted that one property listed under Closed Session item A would be discussed under the public hearing portion of the agenda.

Mayor Delach led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Covina Police Chaplain David Truax gave the Invocation.

Mayor Delach invited Police Chief Kim Raney to the lectern to assist in recognizing Police Officer David Rodriguez as California SWAT Officer of the Year.  Police Chief Raney summarized the events that led to Officer Rodriguez's nomination to the Tactical Officers Association.
Mayor Delach and Police Chief Raney recognized Police Department Volunteer of the Year, Phyllis Meadow.  Police Chief Raney highlighted Phyllis' exemplary service to the Police Department since 1994 with over 2,700 hours of volunteer time served.
Mayor Delach invited Win Patterson to the lectern to assist in recognizing and thanking the Christmas Parade Committee Members for their work on the upcoming 60th Annual Covina Christmas Parade, which is scheduled for Saturday, December 4, 2010 beginning at 6:30 p.m.  Mayor Delach and Win Patterson recognized first time Emeritus Award recipients Bob and Marilyn Humble who have volunteered their service on the Christmas Parade Committee for 36 years.

Mayor Delach randomly drew three winning tickets in for the Covina Christmas Parade opportunity drawing: 1st place winner, Vicky Van Anrooy, will ride in the upcoming parade; 2nd place winner, Julia Dominguez, will sit and view the parade from the VIP area; 3rd place winner, Jaden Allen, will receive a $100 gift card.
Mayor Delach invited Hospice Volunteer Bob Gorski to the lectern to receive the proclamation for Hospice and Home Health Care month.  Mr. Gorski reminded everyone of the Citrus Valley Foundation annual "Light up a Life" event on Thursday, December 9, 2010 at 5:30 p.m., with this years Honoree, Council Member Walter Allen.
Mayor Pro Tem King spoke on the Veterans Day Remembrance Event and thanked those military heroes that live in the City of Covina.
Kathy Salerno extended and invitation to the "Kid of Character Concert" on December 2, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at Covina Assembly, 250 East San Bernardino Road.  Ms. Salerno stated the Kid of Character non-profit organization uses music to educate kids in applying good character traits and making good decisions.  Thanks to local sponsorship, each elementary student attending the upcoming concert will receive a complimentary copy of the ABC's of Character book.
Cathy Stevens stated she is a cancer survivor and after attending an Annual Relay for Life event wanted to make a difference in her community.  Ms. Stevens and Cheryl Driscoll requested the support of the City Council and the City of Covina in her quest as Event Chair of the "1st Annual Relay for Life of Covina" taking place on April 30- May 1, 2011 at Northview High School.  Ms. Driscoll challenged the City Council to form a relay team and participate in the 24-hour event.  Mayor Delach offered the City's support and Council Member Allen volunteered to be on the planning committee and suggested a proclamation be given in support of the event.
Dora Gomez extended an invitation to the Covina Assembly of God – Community Christmas Party on December 11, 2010 between 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon at 250 East San Bernardino Road.  Ms. Gomez thanked the 150 volunteers that help with the event and noted that this year there will be craft booth, pictures with Santa, gifts for children, food baskets given and a hot breakfast will be served.  Ms. Gomez stated anyone may drop off an unwrapped gift valued between $10-$15 for a child between the ages of 6 months to 17 year at the Church Office.  Monitory gifts for the Christmas Party are always welcome.  For additional information, contact Sandy Footer the Covina Assembly of God at (626) 966-4488.
Maria Gutwein submitted a signed petition requesting installation of a stop sign at the southwest corner of Monte Vista Avenue and Dexter Street and also at the northwest corner of Algove Street and Monte Vista Avenue to reduce traffic speeds and protect children and residents from traffic hazards.  Ms. Gutwein requested speed bumps if traffic signs could not be installed.
Council Member Allen reminded everyone of the "Light up a Life" event at Citrus Valley Hospice on Thursday, December 9, 2010 at 5:30 p.m.
Council Member Low stated he purchased the biography of Sam Rayburn from the Covina Library.  He noted the book is inspirational in that Sam Rayburn served on Congress for 50 years, ran 25 consecutive times, and won every election, devoting his life to making life better for the people that he served.  Council Member Low stated he read in the newspaper that the City of Alhambra was awarded a prize for being the most business friendly city in southern California with a population in excess of 60,000.  He reported on his visit to the City of Alhambra and the changes that occurred with a new library built adjacent to Alhambra High School.  Council Member Low referred to his comments from last meeting regarding the Academic Performance Index (API) test scores and that the secondary intermediate scores for Covina's schools do not meet State objectives.  He noted that all the schools in the City of Alhambra exceed the API and he would like to see the City make a commitment in assisting Covina's local schools work towards accomplishing the State mandated goal.  Council Member Low cited property values in the City of Alhambra are 50-percent higher than in Covina, adding that a lot of things influence property pricing with education being one of them.
Mayor Pro Tem King expressed his appreciation for the Veterans Day ceremony on November 11, 2010, adding that the event reaffirmed how the community cares for its Veterans.
Mayor Delach announced the official holiday lighting of the Christmas tree would take place this Friday, November 19, 2010 at 7:00 p.m., in Civic Center Park.  Mayor Delach announced that Covina City Hall and City Yard would be closed on Thursday, November 25, 2010 for the Thanksgiving Holiday.  Water and street emergencies should be reported to the Covina Police Department non-emergency number: (626) 331-3391.  In addition, Parks and Recreation Offices, Covina Public Library and the Administrative Offices of the Covina Police Department will be closed from Thursday, November 25, 2010 through Saturday, November 27, 2010.  Police Department patrol division and public safety functions will be available during this period.  Mayor Delach announced the overnight parking enforcement moratorium of the Thanksgiving holiday.  To accommodate overnight guests during the Thanksgiving Holiday, the Covina Police Department will suspend the requirement for overnight on-street parking permits from 2:00 a.m. on Wednesday, November 24, 2010 through 4:00 a.m. on Sunday, November 28, 2010.
City Manager Daryl Parrish echoed Mayor Pro Tem King's comments regarding the Veterans Day event.
On a motion by Mayor Pro Tem King, seconded by Council Member Stapleton, the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority approved Consent Calendar items CC1, CC2, CC3, CC5, CC6, CC7, CC8, CC9, CC10, CC11, CC12, CC13, CC14, CC16 and CC17.  Motion carried 5-0, with a Council Member Stapleton abstaining on CC1.  Consent Calendar items CC4 and CC15 were removed for further discussion and consideration.

City Council approved the Minutes of the November 2, 2010 Regular City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority Meeting.

City Council received and filed the Payment of Demand in the amount of $6,303,379.59.

City Council authorized the Automated Clearing House (ACH) Transactions between Bank of the West and Wells Fargo Bank.


City Council adopted Resolution No. 10-6905, to rescind City Council Resolution No. 87-4833, authorizing the adjustment and settlement of claims against the City of Covina.

Council Member Low requested staff provide additional information regarding this item.  Council Member Allen requested clarification that the City Manager would continue to provide settlement updates to Council.
City Manager Daryl Parrish reported the adoption of Resolution No. 10-6905 would increase the settlement authority for the City Manager from $10,000 to $25,000 and give the Risk Manager, who is also involved in claim settlement, authority up to $15,000.  He noted that the last increase was in adopted in 1987 and this increase is needed, as it is difficult to settle claims under $10,000.  City Manager Daryl Parrish added that staff could provide Council with a monthly or quarterly report of claims settled under $25,000.
On a motion by Mayor Delach, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem King, the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority approved Consent Calendar item CC4, with a request that Council receives a quarterly report.  Motion carried 5-0.


City Council adopted Resolution No. 10-6908, to amend the fine amounts for parking violations to comply with state mandated legislation SB 857 and to offset increased local parking enforcement costs.


City Council adopted Resolution No. 10-6909, to approve an amendment to the contract between the City of Covina and the California Public Employees' Retirement System (CalPERS) to provide a 3% @ 55 Retirement plan for Sworn Employees hired on or after January 1, 2011.

City Council introduced and waived further reading of Ordinance No. 10-1990, adopting the 2010 California Administrative, Building, Residential and Green Building Codes, et al., and the 2011 Los Angeles County Fire Code by reference and amending Title 14, Buildings and Construction, of the Covina Municipal Code.

City Council approved the determination of satisfaction of note and program requirements and terms for the program participants of the Community Development Bock Grant (CDBG) Special Economic Development Program.

City Council approved the reorganization of the Information Technology Division of the Finance Department.


City Council received and filed the Public Works Department Monthly Activity Report.


City Council received and filed the report of the 2010 CalPERS Educational Forum.

City Council approved the amendment to the July 1, 2009 agreement between the City of Covina and LA Works for the CDBG-R program.

Redevelopment Agency received and filed Payment of Demands in the amount of $466,831.25.

Redevelopment Agency awarded a Professional Services Agreement contract to Willdan Engineering for an amount not to exceed $15,000 for construction management and inspection services for Olson Citrus Walk at-grade demolition.

Redevelopment Agency adopted Agency Resolution No. 10-644, for appropriation of additional funds for Plans Specifications and Engineering (PS&E) and construction of the Heritage Plaza Project and authorize Executive Director to execute corresponding Professional Services Agreement Contracts.

Council Member Low stated he has a concern about the increase and expenditures on the Heritage Plaza Project.  He stated he believes that the City should reorganize its priorities and focus on improving the quality of the Covina educational system and that the $300,000 increase seems unreasonable.

Mayor Delach requested clarification that public purpose bonds are only designated for certain projects, to which Redevelopment Agency Executive Director Robert Neiuber responded that there were limits on the use of public purpose bond money.  Mayor Delach noted the Heritage Plaza holds many public events and longed for improvements.
On a motion by Mayor Pro Tem King, seconded by Council Member Stapleton, the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority approved Consent Calendar item CC15.  Motion carried 4-1, with Council Member Low voting no.


Redevelopment Agency awarded a Professional Services Agreement contract to SCS Engineers for oversight during pre-demolition abatement for an amount not to exceed $10,000.
City Council and Redevelopment Agency:

Adopted City Resolution No. 10-6907, approving the sale of real property by Vehicle Parking District to the Covina Redevelopment Agency pursuant to that certain disposition and development agreement with Olson Land Projects, LLC, and authorize the Executive Director to execute said purchase agreement; and

Adopted Agency Resolution No. 10-643, approving the sale of real property by Vehicle Parking District to the Covina Redevelopment Agency pursuant to that certain disposition and development agreement with Olson Land Projects LLC and authorize the Executive Director to execute said purchase agreement.
Joint Public Hearing was before City Council/Redevelopment Agency for the consideration for Land Exchange Agreement with Covina Valley Unified School District (CVUSD) for Olson Citrus Walk Project and for a joint vocational training facility.
Mayor Delach opened the public hearing at 8:36 p.m.  There were no speakers.  Mayor Delach closed the public hearing at 8:36 p.m.

Redevelopment Agency Executive Director Robert Neiuber reported that there were changes to the agreement, which included language clarification, and have been provided to Council and the City Clerk this evening.  He reported the joint venture agreement will come before Council for later approval and that the substance of the agreement remains as provided.  He reported this item would go before the School Board for approval in December and requested Council allow the Executive Director to sign the agreement as long as there were no substantial changes to the agreement.
On a motion made by Council Member Allen, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem King, incorporating the changes made to the agreement by City staff, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 10-6906, approving a Land Exchange Agreement with Covina Unified School District, a California School District, for property located at 120 East School Street and a portion of parcel 8444-021-904 and making certain findings pursuant to California Health and Safety Code §33433 in connection with the Covina Redevelopment Agency's sale of property acquired with tax increments funds; and the Covina Redevelopment Agency adopted Resolution No. 10-642, approving a Land Exchange Agreement with Covina Unified School District, a California School District, for property located at 120 East School Street and a portion of parcel 8444-021-904 and making certain findings pursuant to California Health and Safety Code §33433 in connection with the Covina Redevelopment Agency's sale of property acquired with tax increments funds.  Motion carried 4-1, with Council Member Stapleton voting no.
Introduce and waive further reading of Ordinance No. 10-1987.
At 8:42 p.m., Mayor Pro Tem King recused himself from the dais as a potential conflict due to his employer.

Public Works Director Steve Henley reported that this Ordinance would overhaul Title 11 of the Covina Municipal Code, which covers all activities within the Public Rights-of-Way.  Title 11 of the Municipal Code was original drafted in 1964, with revisions made in 1978.  He stated the update provides protection for the City regarding responsibility within the right-of-way, ensures the City has proper permitting and that the City is not incurring any costs.
On a motion made by Mayor Delach, seconded by Council Member Allen, the City Council introduced and waived further reading of Ordinance No. 10-1987, amending Title 11 of the Covina Municipal Code pertaining to Controls in Public Rights-of-Way.  Motion carried 4-1, with Mayor Pro Tem King abstention.

Mayor Pro Tem King returned to the dais at 8:44 p.m.

City Council to consider Council member initiated appeal of two Planning Commission Decisions.

City Attorney Marco Martinez stated the item before City Council is to determine whether to hold a public hearing to consider the items heard by the Planning Commission.
David and Olga Fernandez stated they attended the Planning Commission meeting on October 26, 2010 to express their concerns regarding the mono-pine cell tower proposed at the corner of Forest Hills Drive and Garvey Avenue.  Mr. and Mrs. Fernandez requested that City Council oppose the proposed project and suggested a better location might be on City property.
Gary Rodriguez spoke in opposition of the proposed mono-pine cell tower proposed on Garvey Avenue.  He stated that his property is located within 80-feet from the proposed tower location and referenced a safety concern with the possibility of children climbing the cell tower.  Mr. Rodriguez suggested a better placement might be at Forest Hill Cemetery.
Patric McKnight stated he is a 31-year resident of the City of Covina and a retired design telephone plan engineer.  He spoke in opposition of the proposed monopine cell tower being installed in the neighborhood.  Mr. McKnight expressed a safety concern with long-term EMF frequencies from the cell-type technology.
Jamie Jasso stated his property is located 50 yards away Garvey Avenue and shared the same concerns as the other neighbors which spoke.  He expressed a concern regarding a decrease in property value with the proposed cell tower.
Mayor Pro Tem King requested that staff look into other possible locations in the surrounding area for this cell-tower and the possibility, if necessary, of a co-location tower agreement.
On a motion made by Council Member Allen, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem King, the City Council considered the merits of an appeal of the Planning Commission's decision regarding Conditional Use Permit 10-008 and related Variance 10-002 and Conditional Use Permit 10-010 and related Variance 10-004.  Motion carried 5-0.
City Council and Redevelopment Agency to approve Shopper's Lane Improvements Final Concept Design.
Senior Management Analyst Alex Gonzalez reported that Alta Planning and Design provided, based on public input, the conceptual design presented to Council this evening.  He noted the key aspects of the re-design including the removal of irrigation though out the parking lot, removal of the queen palm trees and replacing the grass shrubs with colored permeable concrete.
A brief discussion took place regarding quality of colored concrete and the location of permeable concrete in the parking lot.  City Council and staff discussed if this project could score enough points for the Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (LEED) building certification system.
On a motion made by Mayor Delach, seconded by Council Member Stapleton, the City Council and Redevelopment Agency approved Shopper's Lane Improvements Final Concept Design.  Motion carried 5-0.
At 9:12 p.m., Mayor Delach adjourned the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority meeting to Tuesday, November 30, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. for a special meeting in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 125 East College Street, Covina, California, 91723.

________________________________

Catherine M. LaCroix

Deputy City Clerk/Agency Secretary

Approved this 7th day of December, 2010.

________________________________
Peggy Delach, Mayor/Chairperson
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