
[image: image1.emf] 

MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 5, 2010 REGULAR MEETING OF THE COVINA CITY COUNCIL/REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 125 EAST COLLEGE STREET


Mayor Delach called the City Council/Redevelopment Agency meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. and recessed to closed session.

Council Members Present:
Allen, Low, Stapleton, King, Delach
Council Members Absent:
None

Staff Members Present: City Manager, City Attorney, Police Chief, Police Lieutenant, Fire Battalion Chief, Community Development Director, Assistant Public Works Director, Redevelopment Manager, Finance Director, Parks and Recreation Director, Human Resources Director, Human Resources Management Analyst, Communications Manager, Redevelopment Manager, Deputy City Clerk

The Deputy City Clerk of the Covina City Council hereby declares that the agenda for the October 5, 2010 Regular City Council/Redevelopment Agency meeting was posted on September 30, 2010 near the front entrance of City Hall, 125 East College Street, Covina, in accordance with §54954.2 (a) of the Government Code.

 

A.    G.C. 54957– PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 

TITLE:  City Attorney

B.
G.C. 54956(c) – CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNCIL



Initiation Litigation



Number of Cases: One (1)

C.
G.C. 54956.9 – CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR –NEGOTIATIONS TO INCLUDE BOTH PRICE AND TERMS:

· Covina Valley Unified School District – 120 East School Street (APN: 


8430-027-900)

· Covina Valley Unified School District – Vacant Land South Side 


Puente Street at Third Avenue (APN: 8444-021-904)

· Mercy Moreno – 147-151 East College Street (APN: 8445-001-918)

· Off Citrus – 114 E. Italia Street (APN: 8445-001-905)

· Charlie Park – 116 E. School Street (APN: 8430-027-009)

· Pat Fore – 326 N. Citrus Avenue (APN: 8430-027-017)

· CIT Small Business Lending Corporation – Barranca Investments, Inc. 


and Antonio Escobar – 504 N. Barranca Avenue (APN: 8429-009-019)

The City Attorney, Marco Martinez, announced there were no reportable actions related to Closed Session items A and B; he further announced that the Council/Agency discussed two items listed under Closed Session item C and will reconvene to closed session at the conclusion of the regular meeting.

The City Council/Redevelopment Agency meeting reconvened at 7:31 p.m.
Council Member Low led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Covina Police Chaplain Jerry Gunderson gave the invocation.


Mayor Delach called Battalion Chief James Gandy of the Los Angeles County Fire Department, along with the Firefighters from Station 15, to the podium and presented a proclamation in Recognition of Fire Prevention Week.  Battalion Chief Gandy urged the importance of maintaining residential smoke detectors.
Mayor Delach called Kay Manning to the podium and presented a recognition for the Covina Yellow Ribbon Project - September 11 Car Show.  Kay Manning expressed appreciation to all those involved with the event and read a letter from a soldier currently serving in Afghanistan.
Mr. Bob Cruz, Public Affairs Manager, and Dan McMillan, Field Operations Supervisor, with Southern California Gas Company provided an overview of pipeline safety.  Mr. Cruz reported that Southern California Gas Company meets or exceeds federal and state regulations for pipeline safety and summarized their pipeline inspection procedure.  Mr. Cruz encouraged consumers to visit their website at www.solcalgas.com and added residents should call 800-427-2200 if they smell gas.

Richard Jett with the Covina Center for the Performing Arts (CCPA) highlighted the upcoming events for the 2011 season.  He invited Council and members of the public to the Elvis Presley tribute.  For additional information or to purchase tickets visit CCPA’s website: http://www.covinacenter.com/.    

Council Member Low stated he met with a resident to discuss her recent water bill.  He stated that on September 1, 2010 she received a bill for $186, which she paid electronically.  He stated that soon thereafter she received another bill for $454; however, it did not have the credit from the previously paid bill.  Council Member Low stated that the resident went to City Hall to express her concerns and no one has got back to her.
Mayor Delach confirmed that Council is aware of the current billing situation, which is a product of instituting a new accounting system along with the recent water rate changes.  Mayor Delach stated the setback has been unfortunate.  She offered an apology to the Covina citizens.  She stated that there would be no late fees for 90 days and no water would be turned off until all the current concerns are addressed.  Mayor Delach stated that Staff is working through the concerns as quickly as possible.
City Manager Daryl Parrish reported that during the billing transition, payments that were received do not show credited on current statements.  He added that Staff is working diligently to clear up the inaccuracy.
Council Member Allen expressed his apologies to the Covina citizens for the technical setbacks experienced with the water billing and reaffirmed the need to correct the problem quickly.
Council Member Stapleton inquired that if tier one usage is based on 30-days and if the consumer is billed at 42-days, then would part of the tier two billing, be tier one billing.
Further discussion continued regarding the water billing.  Council requested Staff provide an updated report and requested the software vendor as well as Covina Irrigating Company (CIC) attend to address concerns.
Mayor Pro Tem King stated that Southern California Edison is offering free energy-efficiency upgrades to small businesses.  He added The Direct Install Survey is for businesses that use less than 100 kilowatts of power.  Representatives from Southern California Edison would be going door to door during mid-October.

Council Member Stapleton reminded the public about operational Cooling Centers during heat advisory days.

Council Member Allen thanked Mr. Jett for speaking about the upcoming events at the Covina Center for Performing Arts.
Mayor Delach announced a new free internet-based resource available for job seekers called Work Radius.  This free resource is located at City Hall in the Human Resources Department during regular business hours.  Mayor Delach stated there is a free Smart Gardening Beginning Workshop for all Los Angeles County residents taking place on Saturday, October 16, 2010 at Charter Oak Park.  For additional information, visit the City’s website: www.covinaca.gov.  Mayor Delach reminded everyone about the Thunderfest Car Show and Music Festival scheduled for Saturday, October 23, 2010.  For additional information, contact the Parks and Recreation Department at (626) 384-5340 or the Chamber of Commerce at (626) 967-4191.
City Manager Daryl Parrish reported on the positive feedback received regarding a new program at the Covina Library called Baby Storytime.  City Manager Parrish stated Consent Calendar item CC6 is an AB1234 report for the attendance of the League of California Cities general conference.

On a motion by Council Member Stapleton, seconded by Council Member Low, the City Council/Redevelopment Agency approved Consent Calendar items CC1, CC3, CC4, CC5, CC6, CC7, CC10, CC11, CC12, CC14, CC15 and CC16.  Motion carried 5-0.  Consent Calendar items CC2, CC8, CC9, CC13 were removed from the Agenda for further discussion.


City Council approved the Minutes of the September 21, 2010 Regular City Council/Redevelopment Agency Meeting.


City Council adopted Resolution No. 10-6891, allowing Miscellaneous and Safety Employees of the City of Covina to buy service credit with pre-tax dollars.
Council Member Low inquired if there would be a cost to the City, to which City Manager Parrish responded, the Resolution would allow employees to purchase service years and corrects that a group of employees be formally recognized.
On a motion by Council Member Stapleton, seconded by Council Member Low, the City Council approved Consent Calendar item CC2, adopting Resolution No. 10-6891.  Motion carried 5-0.
City Council adopted Resolution No. 10-6892, requiring Civilian members of the Police Association of Covina (PAC) employee group to pay 3% of the Employer Paid Member Contribution to PERS; and adopted Resolution No. 10-6893, requiring sworn members of the Police Association of Covina (PAC) hired after January 1, 2011, to pay 3% of the Employer Paid Member Contribution to PERS.


City Council adopted Resolution No. 10-6890, approving the carry over of certain funds from Fiscal Year 09-10 to Fiscal Year 10-11.

Redevelopment Agency adopted Agency Resolution No. 10-641, approving the carry over of certain funds from the Fiscal Year 09-10 to Fiscal Year 10-11.


City Council received and filed the 1st quarter 2010 sales tax report.

On a motion by Council Member Stapleton, seconded by Council Member Low, the City Council introduced and waived full reading of Ordinance No. 10-1988, first reading of an ordinance amending Title 1 and Title 8 of the Covina Municipal Code pertaining to code enforcement activities.  Motion carried 5-0.

City Council requested a continuation to renew a Business License and Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for Southern California Transcorp Incorporated, DBA Yellow Cab Company of San Gabriel Valley.

City Council requested a continuation to renew a Business License and Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for Diversified Transportation, Incorporated, DBA Pomona Yellow Cab.

Neil Evans attorney representing Triple-A Yellow Cab referenced the City's municipal code and stated that some details are missing, such as the need for a certificate of public convenience.  Mr. Evans stated that his client was recently advised that his 2009 application, to increase its taxi fleet from three to five, was denied because of their site plan.
Terri Berger stated she has been conducting taxi service business in the City since 1989.  Ms. Berger stated they have had difficulty re-licensing in the last few years.
Mayor Delach asked if Mr. Evans could meet with Staff regarding the concerns and requested a continuance for Consent Calendar items CC8 and CC9.
On a motion by Council Member Stapleton, seconded by Council Member Allen, the City Council continued consent calendar items CC8 and CC9 to the meeting held on October 19, 2010.  Motion carried 5-0.


City Council received and filed a report for the consideration of the adoption of a policy to reinvest Energy Savings in future Energy Efficiency Programs.  

City Council approved the Annual Report of the Prospero Park Owners Association Business Area Enhancement District (BAED) and adopted Resolution No. 10-6889, declaring its intent to levy an annual assessment for the fiscal year 2010-2011 in the Prospero park Business Area Enhancement District, and establishing the date, time and place for the public hearing.


City Council adopted Resolution No. 10-6894, in support of “Business Friendly Principles” as part of SCAG’s development of a Southern California Economic Growth Strategy.

City Council approved a recommendation on use of approved funds from the Housing and Community Development 2010-2011 funding allocation for Special Economic Development.

Council Member Low expressed a concern with this merchant receiving a prior grant for $25,000 related to job training and now awarding this application for $50,000.  Council Member Low stated that there are a number of manufacturing companies and employers, which may not be aware of such grant programs, which could offer programs to create jobs or training opportunities.
Council Member Stapleton stated the job retention program has been around for a number of years with many businesses applying for assistance.  Council Member Stapleton suggested advertising in the Covina Chamber publication.
Mayor Pro Tem King stated this business meets all the criteria requirements, adding he is in favor of the recommendation.
On a motion by Council Member Stapleton, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem King, the City Council/Redevelopment Agency approved Consent Calendar item CC12, funding allocation for Special Economic Development.  Motion carried 4-1, with Council Member Low voting no.
City Council approved a notice of completion for Park Maintenance Shop Restoration Project #F-1008 with contractor John Joseph Mooers Construction.


City Council approved the Covina Public Library Wireless, Wired Internet, Electronic and Printing Resource Policy.  


City Council received and filed a report on Council Member Kevin Stapleton and City Manager Daryl Parrish attendance at the League of California Cities Annual Conference.


On a motion by Mayor Pro Tem King, seconded by Council Member Stapleton, the City Council received notification of the Covina Irrigating Company Annual Stockholders Meeting; and designated the City Attorney as Proxy and City Manager, Daryl Parrish, as Alternate Proxy.  Motion carried 5-0.
City Council adopted Resolution No. 10-6895, authorizing City Manager and City Attorney to execute a contract with Tyler Technologies for a Financial, Payroll & Human Resources Software System Solution and amending the Information Technology Budget by $100,000 for Fiscal Year 2010-2011.

Finance Director Dilu De Alwis gave a report on a proposed software system, which would upgrade the financial records for the City.  He stated Staff conducted an extensive review process with four software vendors and determined that Tyler Technologies best fit the needs of the City.  Finance Director De Alwis reported that it is Staff's recommendation that the Council authorize the City Manager to negotiate and execute a software services and support agreement.
Council Member Stapleton inquired about the other vendor proposals and stated that the cost seemed extensive and further discussion continued regarding the final cost and transition from one system to another.
On a motion by Mayor Delach, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem King, the City Council authorized the City Manager and City Attorney to negotiate software services with Tyler Technologies and return to City Council with a final agreement and revised staff report.  Motion carried 5-0.
On a motion by Mayor Pro Tem King, seconded by Council Member Stapleton, the City Council received and filed the Solid Waste Disposal Options and Alternatives report and directed Staff to return to the City Council with a report on possible alternative disposal opportunities available in partnership with the City’s licensed solid waste hauler, Athens Services.  Motion carried 5-0.

On a motion by Council Member Low, seconded by Council Member Stapleton, the City Council appoints applicants: Kathryn Ennis, Ann Hall and Andres Hernandez to the Cultural Arts Advisory Commission.  Motion carried 5-0.

At 9:06 p.m., Mayor Delach convened the City Council/Redevelopment Agency meeting into Closed Session.  There were no announcements.  The City Attorney noted there should be no reportable actions.
At 9:45 p.m., Mayor Delach adjourned the City Council/Redevelopment Agency meeting to the next Regular Meeting to be held on Tuesday, October 19, 2010 at 6:30 p.m.



     ________________________________

Catherine M. LaCroix

Deputy City Clerk/Agency Secretary

Approved this 19th day of October, 2010.

________________________________
Peggy Delach, Mayor/Chairperson
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