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MINUTES OF THE APRIL 6, 2010 REGULAR MEETING OF THE COVINA CITY COUNCIL/REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 125 EAST COLLEGE STREET AT 7:30 P.M.


Mayor Delach called the City Council meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.

Council Members Present: Allen, Delach, King, Low, Stapleton

Council Members Absent:  None
Other Elected Officials Present: City Clerk, City Treasurer

Staff Members Present: City Manager, Assistant City Manager, City Attorney, Chief of Police, Police Captain, Finance Director, Human Resources Director, Public Works Director, Community Development Director, Parks & Recreation Director, Deputy City Clerk/Assistant Agency Secretary, Risk Manager, Management Analyst, Account Clerk I, LA County Fire Chief  

The City Clerk of the Covina City Council hereby declares that the agenda for the April 6, 2010 Regular City Council meeting was posted on April 1, 2010 near the front entrance of the City Hall, 125 East College Street, Covina, in accordance with Section 54954.2 (a) of the Government Code.


A. 
G.C. 54957.6 – CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS

AGENCY DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE: Anthony Arroyo, Human Resources Director


EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS: A.F.S.C.M.E. – American Federation of State, County & Municipal Employees 



P.A.C. – Police Association of Covina



P.M.G. – Police Management Group



Unaffiliated Employees
B. 
G.C. 54956.8 - Conference with Real Property Negotiator –   Negotiations to include both price and terms:
· Covina Valley Unified School District – 120 East School Street  (APN  8430-027-900)
· Covina Valley Unified School District – Vacant Land South Side Puente Street at Third Avenue  (APN  8444-021-904)
· The Olson Company – 116 East School Street – (APN 8430-027-009)

· The Olson Company – 322 North Citrus Avenue  (APN 8430-027-017) 

· The Olson Company – 316 North Citrus Avenue (APN 8430-027-907)

· The Olson Company – 300 North Citrus Avenue (APN 8430-027-023)

· The Olson Company – 115 East Italia Street (APN 8430-027-010)

· The Olson Company – 125 East Italia Street (APN 8430-027-011)

· The Olson Company – 117 East Italia Street  (APN 8430-027-903, 904 & 905)

· The Olson Company – 312 North Citrus Avenue (APN 8430-027-906) 

· RJS Financial – 1151 N. Azusa Ave. – (APN 8409-017-037)
C. 
G.C. 54956.9(b) – CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION: ONE (1)

City Attorney Edward Lee stated there were no reportable items from closed session.

Mayor Delach led the Pledge of Allegiance.


Covina Police Chaplain Pat Cross gave the invocation.

Mayor Delach stated that the presentation of the recognition of the 2010 School Crossing Guard of the Year would be rescheduled for the April 20, 2010 City Council meeting.

Jack Fielding explained that due to personal reasons, he had to stop driving and begin using the City’s transportation program of Dial-A-Ride.  Mr. Fielding expressed his appreciation and positive feedback on the service and spoke highly of Alex Gonzalez and his staff and their great customer service.
Rick Creed invited the City Council members, City staff, Police and Fire Departments to a barbeque dedicating a memorial garden in memory of his son, Matthew Creed, who is a fallen soldier of the Iraq War.  He also thanked the City of Covina for all the support given to him during this difficult time.

Wesley Willison gave a brief history on the Clippinger sign located on Citrus Ave. and San Bernardino Road.  He stated that he has not received an update on the saving of the sign and has not received call backs from Council members since his first appearance in front of the City Council about three months ago.  Council Member Allen stated that he did return Mr. Willison’s call regarding the Clippinger sign.  Mayor Delach informed Mr. Willison that a discussion could not be done at the present time because this issue was not on the agenda.  She referred Mr. Willison to the Community Development Director, Robert Neiuber, for more feedback.  City Manager Daryl Parrish also stated that a meeting was held with the property owner where the sign is located and the owner expressed an interest in using the sign.  Mr. Parrish also noted that there is no movement on the redevelopment of the property and it is something that the City is interested in working on.  Mr. Willison expressed that the Clippinger sign belongs in Covina and would like to see it saved.

Geoff Cobbett shared that he is a retired municipal worker and a member of the Maintenance Superintendents Association.  He also expressed that he was recently nominated for the Peter W. Walsh Award which is the highest award that a member of the Maintenance Superintendents Association can receive.  Mr. Cobbett thanked the Council for their support in his nomination for this award.  He also stated that this organization is very big in education and training.  Mr. Cobbett said that the results of the award will not be known until October 2010.
Mayor Delach introduced the new Fire Battalion Chief, Bill McCloud.  Battalion Chief McCloud formally introduced himself and stated that he was happy to be with the City and looked forward to a long working relationship with the City.
Council Member Stapleton wished to reserve comments for later in the meeting.

Council Member Allen requested that the Council meeting be adjourned in memory of the 25 coal miners who died in the mining explosion and to the rescuing of the 4 missing coal miners still waiting to be found in the state of West Virginia.  Mayor Pro Tem King advised that the adjournment certificate be forward to the Mayor of the community where the explosion occurred.
Council Member Low spoke on his proposal regarding the implementation of a program to recognize those individuals who have financially contributed and supported the library.  He stated that he was impressed with the wall of recognition that the library of the city of Monterey Park has recognizing their donors and supporters.  Council Member Low said he had seen similar walls in the cities of Arcadia, Alhambra and Glendora.  During the September 2009 Strategic Planning meeting, Council Member Low proposed to develop a wall of recognition for the City’s donors and supporters of the library in order to promote children’s reading.  Since no staff recommendation was completed by the February 1, 2010 deadline, Council Member Low expressed that he decided to write up the proposal on the program at a personal cost of $5,600.  In the proposal, Council Member Low stipulated a deadline for April 6, 2010 for a response regarding the proposal.  Council Member Low stated that he was disappointed with the response which was received and explained that the response rejected his proposal without discussing the issues that were recommended.
Mayor Delach explained to Council Member Low that he should not take the response to his recommendation as a rejected offer.  She stated that the Library Board had great input in the comments made in the recommendation.  The Library Board would like to take it a step further and expand the proposal beyond children’s books and the purchase of older books.

Council Member Low declared that his proposal included a personal contribution of $3,000 which was restricted only to the concept of children’s books. 
Council Member Low said that he had been invited to attend a Library Board Meeting but felt as a Council Member, it was a violation of Council protocol to attend such a meeting. 

City Attorney Ed Lee stated that it was not a problem for Council Member Low to attend a Library Board Meeting and advised that since the library proposal was not on the agenda to speak on, it would be best to continue the conversation regarding this item once it was agendized for a future Council meeting or set up a joint workshop with the Library Board to talk through and have a valid discussion on the issues which have been presented.
Mayor Delach recommended to City staff that a meeting be held where Council Member Low is involved and a report of the results be brought back to Council.
Council Member Allen expressed that Council Comments is not the time to bring forth proposals to Council.  He said that proposals should be agendized where they can be appropriately dealt with and all Council members can participate in the item.  Council Member Allen stated that proper protocol is to have two Council members agree to bring something forward.  

Mayor Delach referred the library item to the City Manager.

Mayor Pro Tem King wished everyone a great Easter.

Mayor Delach acknowledged and thanked Dora Gomez and the Covina Assembly of God Church and the outstanding Easter program that the church presented to the community and expressed to the citizens of Covina to attend next year’s presentation.
Mayor Delach made the community announcements:  The 9th Annual Covina Showdown Quiz on Tuesday, April 13th at 6:00 p.m. at Nick’s Taste of Texas and the Free E-Waste Collection sponsored by the Covina Chamber of Commerce to be held on April 16th and 17th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Home Depot parking lot located at 963 W. Badillo Street.

City Manager Daryl Parrish acknowledged the Easter program presented by the Covina Assembly of God Church and thanked Dora Gomez and the Church for their invitation to the program.
On a motion by Mayor Pro Tem King and seconded by Council Member Stapleton, the City Council approved Consent Calendar items CC 2, CC 4, CC 6, CC 7, CC 8 and CC 9.  Motion carried by a vote of 5-0.


City Council approved the Minutes of the Tuesday, March 23, 2010 Special Study Session Meeting.

City Council adopted Resolution No. 10-6825, approving Administering Agency-Federal Master Agreement No. 07-5118R and Program Supplement Agreement No. 011-N for Federal-Aid Project No. HPLUL-5118(015) between the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the City of Covina for a planning study to improve the efficiency of transportation facilities, Project No. T-0814A; and authorized the Director of Public Works to execute all necessary documents on the City’s behalf.


City Council:

a.) Awarded a construction contract to John Joseph Mooers Construction, 2456 Buenos Aires Drive, Covina, 91724 in the amount of $58,898.05 for the Covina Park Maintenance Office Restoration Project #F-1008; and

b.) Adopted Resolution No. 10-6828, amending the fiscal year 2009-2010 Risk Management Budget for the Covina Park Maintenance Office Restoration Project.

City Council received and filed the report on the League of California Cities Administrative Policy committee meeting attended by the City Clerk.


City Council received and filed the report on the 2010 California Water Environment Association Annual Training Conference attended by the Development Services Division Staff.
City Council received and filed the Downtown Covina Parking Study Update.

Council Member Low noted that the name of “Henry Frandsen” on page 3 of the March 16, 2010 minutes needed to be changed to say “Harry Frandsen.”

Council Member Stapleton also noted that on page 5 of the minutes, the word “brake” needed to be changed to the correct spelling of the word “break.”

On a motion by Mayor Pro Tem King and seconded by Council Member Stapleton, the City Council approved the Minutes of the Tuesday, March 16, 2010 Regular City Council Meeting.  Motion carried by a vote of 5-0.
Council Member Allen commended the Kommah Seray Inflammatory Breast Cancer Foundation for coming into the City and providing support groups and free seminars for patients battling or recovering from breast cancer.  Council Member Allen also stated that what this group is doing is a very worthy cause.
On a motion by Council Member Allen and seconded by Council Member Stapleton, the City Council approved the Kommah Seray Inflammatory Breast Cancer Foundation business license tax exemption request since the organization appears to have complied with the Covina Municipal Code exemption requirements.  Motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

Council Member Stapleton stated that this measure aims to further restrict the state from taking money and special funds from the City and its citizens.  Council Member Stapleton also suggested that everyone have an opportunity to sign the petitions which will get this measure on the ballot and the City pass a resolution to support this act. 
On a motion by Council Member Stapleton and seconded by Council Member Allen, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 10-6826, in support of the Local Taxpayer, Public Safety and Transportation Protection Act of 2010.  Motion carried by a vote of 5-0.


City Manager presented the staff report regarding the urgency ordinance which would implement the new retirement plan agreement between the City of Covina and P.E.R.S.  
Mayor Delach asked if there were any further questions and also stated that she did not have to recuse herself from this item due to the fact that it did not affect any family member related to her.

Council Member Allen gave a motion to move the item with Council Member Stapleton giving a second to the motion.

Council Member Low asked if a discussion of the item was going to be done.  After direction from Mayor Delach, Council Member Low gave the following comments:

Council Member Low stated that the people of Covina can not afford this proposal along with the people of California and the enhancements of employee benefits without some type of substantial funding.  He expressed that the proposal is funded in part by reducing the library budget.  Council Member Low asked that Council review the article located in The Los Angeles Times, written by Governor Schwarzenegger’s Special Adivsor, David Crane, where it is discussed that there is a five-hundred billion dollar unfunded liability in the state of California and its cutting into the general fund.  
Mayor Delach expressed that the only reason the library is financially suffering is due to the state taking City funding and mismanaging their own funds and that it is not related to retirement funds.  

Council Member Stapleton noted that at the previous Council meeting, with the exception of Mayor Delach who had recused herself from voting, all other Council members unanimously voted for this item and now does not know why Council Member Low has changed his vote.  Council Member Stapleton stated that it is the responsible thing for Council to support this plan.  

City Manager stated that essentially this proposal saves the City $1,000,000 right away and avoids the option of more cuts in the general fund which would include the library and other general fund related departments.  

Mayor Delach explained that the hiring of a new City Manager was to take on the task of not only looking into short term solutions but long term solutions too.

Council Member Allen said that this issue had been discussed in closed session for several months and that plenty of opportunity was given for people to voice their disagreements on the issue and that did not happen with one individual.  Council Member Allen also expressed that this was the best way for the City to be more efficient and that Council was being responsive and responsible.  
On a motion by Council Member Allen and seconded by Council Member Stapleton, the City Council adopted Urgency Ordinance No. 10-1981, amending the contract between the City Council of the City of Covina and the Board of Administration of the California Public Employees’ Retirement System (PERS).  Motion carried by a vote of 4-1 with Council Member Low in opposition.

City Manager stated that this agreement involved the software portion of the City’s utility billing system and that it fits in with the City’s strategic plan in going paperless and providing online billing for the citizens.

Director of Public Works Steve Henley expressed that the finalized contract has been reviewed and approved to form by the City Attorney.  He also stated that the new service is part of a two phased program.  The first phase is to upgrade the current utility billing system and the second phase is to create an automatic meter reading system.  

Council Member Stapleton stated his concern about cost being recovered regarding changing the old meters with new meters and also inquired about customers receiving City billing enclosures and information.

Director of Public Works advised that the recovered cost is in phase two of the program and that the cost will be capitalized over a 10 to 15 year period.  He also stated that the capability to send enclosures to customers will still be available.
On a motion by Mayor Pro Tem King and seconded by Council Member Stapleton, the City Council approved the Agreement between Global Water Management, LLC, and the City of Covina for Water Utility billing services.  Motion carried by a vote of 5-0.
Director of Public Works stated that this ordinance would amend the Municipal Code relating to the industrial waste section pertaining to fats, oils and greases (FOG) and expand the existing requirements of the commercial industrial manufacturing uses.  This amendment would be in conjunction with the County of Los Angeles and other cities and counties in the area who are also responding to state mandates related to FOG by trying to clarify and specify more detail so that people can understand exactly what industrial waste is and what is covered by it and what is not.
Mayor Pro Tem King asked if this was a mandate by the State Water Quality Board or by another agency.

Director of Public Works explained that this was an executive order made by the State Water Resource Board.  He also shared with the Council the importance of FOG by informing them of two current spills due to vandalism and the pumping costs of $50,000 to clean up such spills.  Although these spills were not FOG issues, the Director of Public Works expressed the importance of FOG and is the main issue that causes lines to back up and when it does the clean up costs become very large.

Mayor Pro Tem King stated that this is an unfunded state mandate which does not come with a dollar attached to it to help offset the cost. 
On a motion by Mayor Pro Tem King and seconded by Council Member Allen, the City Council introduced and waived further reading of Ordinance No. 10-1982, amending Title 13 of the Covina Municipal Code pertaining to sanitary sewers, industrial wastes and the control of fats, oils and greases in the sanitary sewer system.  Motion carried by a vote of 5-0

At 8:31 p.m., Mayor Delach adjourned the City Council/Redevelopment Agency meeting in memory of the coal miners who lost their lives in West Virginia, to the next Regular meeting to be held on April 20, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. at the City Hall Council Chambers.

________________________________
Rosalia A. Conde, CMC
Deputy City Clerk/Agency Secretary

Approved this 20th day of April, 2010.

_________________________________
Peggy Delach, Mayor
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