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R310.1 Emergency escape and rescue openings required. Basements, habitable attics, and every sleeping room within 
dwellings shall have at least one operable emergency escape and rescue opening. Such opening shall open directly into a 
public way or a yard or court that opens directly to a public way and shall be clear of any obstructions. 
 

Where emergency escape and rescue windows are 
provided, they shall have a sill height of not more than 
44 inches above the finished floor. 
 
R310.1.1 All emergency escape and rescue openings 
shall have a minimum net clear opening of 5.7 sq. ft, 
except grade level openings may have a minimum 5.0 
sq. ft net clear opening. 
 
In addition to the minimum net clear opening: 
 
R310.1.2 The minimum net clear opening height shall be 
24 inches. 
 
R10.1.3 The minimum net clear opening width shall be 
20 inches. 

 

 
Minimum Width/Height Requirements for Emergency Escape and Rescue Windows (in inches*, 5.7sq ft) 
 
Width 20 20.5 21 21.5 22 22.5 23 23.5 24 24.5 25 25.5 26 26.5 27 
Height 41 40 39.1 38.2 37.3 36.5 35.7 34.9 34.2 33.5 32.8 32.2 31.6 31 30.4 

 
Width 27.5 28 28.5 29 29.5 30 30.5 31 31.5 32 32.5 33 33.5 34 34.2 
Height 29.8 29.3 28.8 28.3 27.8 27.4 26.9 26.5 26.1 25.7 25.3 24.9 24.5 24.1 24 

 
Minimum Width/Height Requirements for Emergency Escape and Rescue Windows (in inches, 5.0 sq ft – Grade Level*) 
 
Width 20 20.5 21 21.5 22 22.5 23 23.5 24 24.5 25 25.5 26 26.5 27 
Height 36 35 34.5 33.5 33 32 31.5 31 30 29.5 29 28.5 28 27.5 27 

 
Width 27.5 28 28.5 29 29.5 30 * * * * *   * *   * * 
Height 26.5 26 25.5 25 25.5 24 * * * * * * * *       * 

* Based on a minimum 20” clear width and 24” clear height. 
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