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MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 23, 2010 REGULAR MEETING OF THE COVINA PLANNING COMMISSION HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 125 EAST COLLEGE STREET AT 7:30 P.M.


Chairperson Connors called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.

Commission Members Present: Connors, Hodapp, McMeekin, Patterson 

Commission Members Absent: Chadwick

Staff Members Present: Assistant City Attorney, Associate Planner, Community Development Director, Administrative Technician

The City Planner of the City of Covina hereby declares that the agenda for the November 23, 2010 Planning Commission Meeting was posted on November 18, 2010 near the front entrance of the City Hall, 125 East College Street, Covina, in accordance with Section 54954.2 (a) of the Government Code.

 

Chairperson Connors led the Pledge of Allegiance.

None.


Assistant City Attorney made a suggested amendment to page 2 of 9 of the October 26, 2010 Planning Commission Meeting minutes.  He advised that the second paragraph from the bottom of page reflect the following amendment to his comment:


“…interference and it was an are governed by FCC rule that was and the issue is Federally preempted.”
On a motion by Commissioner Patterson and seconded by Commissioner McMeekin, the minutes of the Regular Planning Commission Meeting of October 26, 2010 were approved including the amendment.  Motion carried by a vote of 3-0 with Chairperson Connors abstaining.


Approval of the November 9, 2010 Regular Planning Commission Meeting Minutes will be continued to the December 14, 2010 Regular Planning Commission Meeting.

None.

Continued Public Hearing of the following applications as they relate to the property located at 121 North Grand Avenue, Covina, T-Mobile West Corporation, applicant.  


REQUEST:

a. A Conditional Use Permit (CUP 10-009) for the construction of a 50-foot high, monopine-type wireless communication facility and associated equipment; and

b. A Variance (VAR 10-003) for the setbacks of the communication  facility from Grand Avenue and from Badillo Street and the distance of the communication facility from existing similar facilities on a separate property to the southeast; and

c. Adoption of a Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact and Initial Study

Associate Planner Carter presented the staff report. Associate Planner Carter commented that staff believed the Planning Commission approve the applications subject to the proposed conditions of approval.

Assistant City Attorney Priest noted McDonald’s as the tenant had much broader rights to freely sublease the property they were leasing. Assistant City Attorney Priest commented that after reading the lease his office determined that the applications move forward to the Planning Commission with the applications. 

Chairperson Connors reopened the public hearing.

Janes Balag introduced both himself and William Knight. Mr. Balag stated he was a friend of Mr. Knight and would be representing him. Mr. Balag commented that he helps Mr. Knight manage his shopping mall. He stated Mr. Knight did not want anything fifty feet tall in his shopping mall and did not believe it would look good.  

Amit Patel representative for T-Mobile thanked the Planning Commission for letting him speak. He stated he believed the presentation the Planning Commission had was clear of what they were proposing. 

Chairperson Connors closed the public hearing.

Commissioner McMeekin commented that he was sympathetic to the landlord but did not hear anything from the landlord that would substantially interfere with the Planning Commission approving the applications. 

Chairperson Connors questioned Assistant City Attorney Priest about the lease renewal period and if conceivably at the end of the renewal period, the lease could end.

Assistant City Attorney informed that the lease was a standard lessee’s option and McDonald’s was in the driver seat as to whether the options continue and described that they were one year into a total of twenty option years.

On a motion by Commissioner Patterson and seconded by Commissioner McMeekin, the Planning Commission approved Conditional Use Permit (CUP 10-009), A Conditional Use Permit for the construction of a 50-foot high, monopine-type wireless communication facility and associated equipment upon property located at 121 North Grand Avenue, Covina. Motion carried by a vote of 4-0.

On a motion by Commissioner Patterson and seconded by Commissioner McMeekin, the Planning Commission approved Variance (VAR 10-003), A Variance for the setbacks of the communication facility from Grand Avenue and from Badillo Street and the distance of the communication facility from existing similar facilities on a separate property to the southeast. Motion carried by a vote of 4-0.

On a motion by Commissioner Patterson and seconded by Commissioner McMeekin, the Planning Commission adopted the Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact and Initial Study. Motion carried by a vote of 4-0.

Public Hearing of application Tree Preservation Permit 10-001 to allow the removal of one (1) mature oak tree located on property in the RD-1500 (Multiple Family Residential) Zone. The property in question is located at 527 North Hollenbeck Avenue, Covina, Norberto Limon, applicant.  


Community Development Director Neiuber gave the staff report and recommended due to notification issues that the Planning Commission open the public hearing and continue application Tree Preservation Permit 10-001 to the December 14, 2010 Planning Commission meeting. 

Chairperson Connors opened the public hearing.

Mrs. Lorraine Joseph stated that she was the owner of the property at 527 North Hollenbeck Avenue, Covina. She commented that the tree was under preservation and that it was too big for the area where it was confined. She commented that she believed the roots were interwoven with the utilities. She asserted that the roots could spread out three times the length of the canopy. She informed that an oak could take in over one hundred fifty gallons of water in a day. She advised that when there was a large intake of water into the roots they expand and then in summer they shrink causing the roots to expand and shrink causing upheaval. She then summarized that she would like the tree removed because it does not belong in the confined space.

Commissioner Hodapp asked what she would give the community if the application moved forward. 

Mrs. Joseph remarked she would not give anything to the community.

Chairperson Connors continued the public hearing.

On a motion by Commissioner Patterson and seconded by Commissioner Hodapp, the Planning Commission continued the Public Hearing of application as they relate to the property located at 527 North Hollenbeck Avenue, Covina, to the Planning Commission Meeting of December 14, 2010.  Motion carried by a vote of 4-0.


Adoption of the Resolution Recommending Approval of Application General Plan Amendment 08-001 City of Covina 2008-2014 and Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact. City wide, Covina. City of Covina, applicant.

On a motion by Commissioner Hodapp and seconded by Commissioner McMeekin, the Planning Commission adopted the Resolution Recommending Approval of Application General Plan Amendment 08-001 City of Covina 2008-2014 and Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact. City wide, Covina. Motion carried by a vote of 4-0.


Community Development Director Neiuber announced the City Council considered the appeal of the Planning Commissions approval of two of their decisions regarding wireless facilities. The City Council voted to hear the matter before them at a Public Hearing on December 7, 2010.  

 

None.

  
At 8:26 p.m., a motion from Commissioner Hodapp and seconded by Chairperson Connors approved to adjourn the Planning Commission meeting to the next Planning Commission meeting to be held on Tuesday, December 14, 2010, at 7:30 p.m. at the City Hall Council Chambers.  Motion carried by a vote of 4-0.




________________________________
Robert Neiuber

Acting Assistant Secretary

THESE PROCEEDINGS WERE RECORDED AND A COPY OF THE AUDIO IS ON FILE WITH THE CITY OF COVINA PLANNING DIVISION.
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