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MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 14, 2014 REGULAR MEETING OF THE COVINA PLANNING COMMISSION HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 125 EAST COLLEGE STREET AT 7:30 P.M. 

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Manning called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Commission Members Present: Hodapp, Manning, McMeekin, Patterson 
Commission Members Absent: Connors (excused)
Staff Members Present:  City Planner, Assistant City Attorney
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chairman Manning led the Pledge of Allegiance.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA

City Planner Alan Carter requested that Item No. 6 (“Information”) be presented immediately prior to Item No. 2.
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF DECEMBER 10, 2013
A motion was made and seconded to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 10, 2013.

The motion carried 4-0 as follows:
AYES:
HODAPP, MANNING, MCMEEKIN, PATTERSON

NOES:  
NONE


ABSTAIN:
NONE

ABSENT:
CONNORS
PUBLIC COMMENT

None.

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS

ITEMS NO. 2 & 3   
(Item 2) Continued Public Hearing to consider Application PCD 13-001, a request to establish a Planned Community Development (PCD) overlay zone on two currently industrial properties zoned “M-1/Light Manufacturing,” at 1566-1600 West San Bernardino Road, a) to allow, as a permitted use, wineries; and b) to allow, under the Conditional Use Permit process, on-site wine tasting and on-site beer tasting with, respectively, a winery and a brewery; and

(Item 3) Continued Public Hearing to consider Application CUP 13-012, a request for a Conditional Use Permit to allow on-site wine tasting and on-site beer tasting with, respectively, a winery and a brewery at 1580 West San Bernardino Road, Suites H and I.

City Planner Alan Carter presented the report and answered the Commissioners’ questions.  Mr. Carter also provided the Commission with and discussed in general terms certain recent e-mails between the Planning staff and the applicant concerning the remaining outstanding issues involving the applications (dated January 10, 2014 and January 14, 2014) to convey to the Commission that the staff had been attempting to both maintain sufficient contact with the applicant and to provide him with useful information that could be applied toward resolving the outstanding issues.  Mr. Carter further requested that the public hearing be continued once again to the Planning Commission meeting of February 25, 2014 to provide the applicant with further time to provide the necessary, additional information.

Chairman Manning re-opened the public hearing.

There were no speakers. 
A motion was made and seconded to continue the public hearing for Applications Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 13-012 and PCD (Planned Community Development) 13-001 to the Planning Commission meeting of February 25, 2014.
The motion carried 4 – 0 as follows:

AYES:
HODAPP, MANNING, MCMEEKIN, PATTERSON

NOES:  
NONE


ABSTAIN:
NONE

ABSENT:
CONNORS
PUBLIC HEARINGS

ITEM NO. 4

Planning Commission to consider the following applications concerning Application Annexation 2013-05, a proposed annexation to the City of Covina of the currently unincorporated property known as “Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 8421-025-018” (a 3,224-square foot, landlocked parcel of land that is located immediately west of and, following annexation, would be joined with the property at 1009 North Citrus Avenue, where a residential condominium development is currently under construction):

1. Application Pre-General Plan Designation 13-001, a request to pre-establish a General Plan Land Use Map designation of “HDR/High Density Residential” for the aforementioned parcel; 

2. Application Pre-Zoning Designation 13-001, a request to pre-establish a Zoning Map designation of “RD-2000 (PCD)/Residential – Multiple Family, Minimum Lot Area of 2,000-square feet for each dwelling unit with a Planned Community Development Overlay Zone” for the aforementioned parcel; and 

3. A determination for California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) purposes, relative to Section 15319(a) of the CEQA Guidelines.   
City Planner Alan Carter presented the report and answered the Commissioners’ questions.

Chairman Manning opened the public hearing.
Joe Oftelie, applicant, spoke in favor of the item and answered the Commissioners’ questions.

Jesse Soltero of Covina spoke neither for nor against the item.

Gilbert Cervantes of Covina spoke about problems he has encountered with patrons of a Covina business (The Chatterbox) which is adjacent to the project and his unincorporated Los Angeles County neighborhood.  Commissioner McMeekin suggested that Mr. Cervantes speak to the City Council about the issues he has been encountering, since the business is within the Covina city limits.

The public hearing was closed.

A motion was made and seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2014-001PC recommending that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 14-7210 and Ordinance No. 14-2028, which provisionally establish for a certain 10-foot wide parcel of land located west of 1009 N. Citrus Avenue a General Plan land designation of “High Density Residential” and a pre-zoning classification of “RD-2000 (PCD).”
The motion carried 4-0 as follows:

AYES:
HODAPP, MANNING, MCMEEKIN, PATTERSON

NOES:  
NONE


ABSTAIN:
NONE

ABSENT:
CONNORS
ITEM NO. 5

GENERAL MATTERS

None.
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
ITEM NO. 6 

INFORMATION
City Planner Alan Carter provided the following information to the Commissioners:

· A review of the language that is required to be stated following the approval of typical zoning applications (i.e., CUPs, VARs, SPRs, and TPPs), which do not need to go to the City Council:

“The decision of the Planning Commission shall become final 10 calendar days from today unless, prior to the end of that day, a written appeal to the City Council is filed in the City Clerk’s Office.”

· Information regarding a change to the Brown Act, SB 751, effective January 1, 2014, which requires that after calling for a vote on a motion, the Chairperson states (for example) that the motion passes 4 – 1 by stating the names in favor and in opposition.  The same information must also be noted in the minutes.
Assistant City Attorney Ross Trindle suggested that as general practice, any action taken by the Commission should be taken by a roll call vote to be in accordance with SB 751.
ITEM NO.7
COMMISSION COMMENTS

Commissioner McMeekin asked Mr. Carter if he was aware of any problems in the past with The Chatterbox (relating to a public comment made under Item 4 above).  Mr. Carter stated that the only issues he recalled, which occurred several years in the past, had to do with signage and/or property maintenance and not the type of issues about which Mr. Cervantes spoke.  
ITEM NO. 8
ADJOURNMENT

At 8:25 p.m. Chairman Manning adjourned the Planning Commission meeting to a meeting to be held on January 28, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers. 
________________________________
Secretary
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