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MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 24, 2013 REGULAR MEETING OF THE COVINA PLANNING COMMISSION HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 125 EAST COLLEGE STREET AT 7:30 P.M. 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Manning called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Commission Members Present: Connors, Hodapp, Manning, McMeekin, Patterson 
Commission Members Absent:  None


Staff Members Present: Assistant City Attorney, City Planner, Police Lieutenant

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chairman Manning led the Pledge of Allegiance.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA

None
 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF AUGUST 27, 2013

Commissioner McMeekin requested that a clarifying statement be added to the minutes explaining the reasoning behind his “no” votes on Item No. 4.  A motion was made and seconded to table the minutes of the regular meeting of August 27, 2013 and bring it back, with the clarifying statement, for approval at the next meeting.

The motion carried by a vote 5-0.

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 10, 2013

A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of September 10, 2013 with a correction to Item No.2.  The public hearing was not closed, but was continued to the meeting of September 24, 2013.
The motion carried by a vote 5-0.

PUBLIC COMMENT

None.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
ITEM NO. 2   
Planning Commission to consider Application PCD 99-001, Modification #1, a Planned Community Development (PCD) Modification to change the provisions of the appurtenant PCD-related Ordinance (or Ordinance No. 99-1851, adopted 9-7-99) to add chiropractic offices to the list of permitted uses, and to consider the on-site parking requirement for chiropractic offices to be the same as that for administrative or professional offices that currently operate on the appurtenant property, for the site or commercial complex at 750 Terrado Plaza, Covina.

City Planner Alan Carter reported that all required documents have not yet been received from the applicant and requested that the item be continued to a future meeting.
A motion was made and seconded to continue the item to the Planning Commission meeting of October 22, 2013.
The motion carried by a vote of 5-0.
Following the vote, Commissioner Patterson requested that the staff report for this application include information on the differences between medical-, office-, and retail-related parking requirements. 

ITEM NO. 3

Application VAR 13-002, a Variance to permit new mechanical equipment associated with an existing wireless communication facility on the roof of a commercial office building at 1109 West San Bernardino Road, Covina, to encroach within a required 10-foot rear yard setback.

City Planner Carter presented the report and answered the Commissioners’ questions.

Chairman Manning opened the public hearing.

Abner Morales of San Francisco, representing applicant Sprint, spoke in favor of the item and stated he was available for any questions.  There were no questions.

The public hearing was closed.

A motion was made and seconded to approve application VAR 13-002, a Variance to permit new mechanical equipment associated with an existing wireless communication facility on the roof of a commercial office building at 1109 West San Bernardino Road, Covina, to encroach within a required 10-foot rear yard setback.
The motion carried by a vote of 5-0.
ITEM NO. 4

Application CUP 13-011, a Conditional Use Permit to operate a business offering full body massage in a vacant, 1,100-square foot tenant space within an existing neighborhood shopping center at 233-B East Rowland Street, Covina.
City Planner Carter presented the report and answered the Commissioners’ questions.

Chairman Manning opened the public hearing.

Lt. John Curley spoke regarding the Police Department’s concerns and conditions of approval, and answered the Commissioner’s questions.  
Nacho Mendoza, representing the applicant, spoke in favor of the item and answered the Commissioner’s questions. 

The public hearing was closed.

A motion was made and seconded to approve CUP 13-011, a Conditional Use Permit to operate a business offering full body massage in a vacant, 1,100-square foot tenant space within an existing neighborhood shopping center at 233-B East Rowland Street, Covina, with the addition of  Condition No. 4.19, stating that all patrons shall enter the business from the front entry, and that no patrons may enter through the back door of the building.
Mr. Mendoza, representative of the applicant, stated that he understood and will comply with the additional condition.

The motion carried by a vote of 5 – 0.
GENERAL MATTERS

None.
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
ITEM NO. 4 

INFORMATION
City Planner Carter gave a follow up report on three items that the Commission had brought up at previous meetings.  

1.  Commissioner McMeekin had inquired about excessive yard sales at 353 Greer.  Mr. Carter stated that Code Enforcement had contacted the property owner regarding the yard sales and received a denial from the property owner that this was the case. Code Enforcement officers had been working on property maintenance issues at this property, which had been addressed, and the case was closed.
2.  A question had been raised by Chairman Manning regarding valet parking at a wireless communication facility at 1123 Parkview Drive.  It was found that this is a daily practice at this location.  Planning staff will contact a representative from the business to see if there is a way for the situation to be addressed.

3.  Chairman Manning had questioned the status of properties at 328 and 338 N. Grand Avenue.  Mr. Carter reported that 328 N. Grand is currently undergoing Code Enforcement action.  There is no Code Enforcement activity at this time at 338 N. Grand but he requested that Code Enforcement look into the property maintenance issues at that location.  Mr. Carter also stated that two other locations in question in the 100 block of West Center Street are still being looked into and a follow up report will be given as soon as possible.
Mr. Carter also reported on a garage on the western boundary of Covina Park.  The Parks and Recreation Director had received a complaint about the need for painting, though the City had records on the structure.  Commissioner Patterson stated that the garage had originally been used by the Covina Host Lions Club and is currently used by the Covina Breakfast Lions Club for storage.  

ITEM NO. 5
COMMISSION COMMENTS

Mr. McMeekin mentioned that Covina Day at the Los Angeles County Fair is Friday, September 27.
ITEM NO. 6
ADJOURNMENT

At 8:30 p.m., Chairman Manning adjourned the Planning Commission meeting to a meeting to be held on October 8, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers. 
________________________________
Assistant Secretary
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