
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

C.W. and Grace Tucker in front of their first studio in Randsburg, California. 
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The City of Covina invites you to journey through our city’s history 
from 1846-1950.  Everyone, particularly children, need roots to 
bind themselves to their community, yet unfortunately local history 
is often neglected and lost.  This exhibition provides an additional 
link to the past for visitors to the Firehouse Museum and City Hall.  
Dr. Barbara Ann Hall spent three years researching, gathering 
material, writing, and organizing this exhibit with the assistance of 
Robert Staples. Three hundred thirty-one photographs and 
negatives were gathered, including glass negatives of photographs 
by C.W. Tucker, from private collections, the Covina Valley 
Historical Society, and the Covina Library.  All of these have been 
taped for a future video.  One hundred thirty were selected for this 
exhibition. 
 
The stories accompanying the photographs have come from the 
diaries of Gladys Ratekin, unpublished autobiographies, letters, 
and newspaper articles.  Authors Donald Pfluegar, Donald C. 
Rowland, and Sheldon Jackson’s books have provided valuable 
historical material. 
 
This exhibition completes the first half of our historical project.  
The second half will be the video for use by our local schools.  We 
are still seeking additional picture sponsors to help complete the 
second phase.  I want to thank all of our sponsors and the 
California Council for the Humanities for making my dream a 
reality. 
 
 
Amy Hall-McGrade 
City of Covina Parks & Recreation Director 

 
 
 

If you are interested in sponsoring a photograph, please visit the 
Covina Parks & Recreation Department office at  

1250 North Hollenbeck Avenue or call (626) 384-5340. 
Picture sponsorships are $125. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Vintage Years is a chronological history of the 
development of Covina.  For the greatest enjoyment, 

please start at the photograph of John & Encarnacion 
Rowland and follow the arrows on the map. 

Downstairs 

Upstairs 

Start      End 



 
 

Dear Covina 
By Ellen Beach Yaw (Lark Ellen) 

 
As I stand before the footlights, 

With a sea of faces there 
My thoughts go wandering homeward 

To a valley wondrous fair. 
 

To a little home waiting 
Nestled down among the trees 

Where the air is filled with music 
Of the birds and humming bees. 

 
The scent of orange blossoms 
Brings a message to me there 
As I stand before the footlights 

Breathing forth a constant prayer 
 

For the friends in dear Covina, 
While imagination sees 

The home I love so dearly 
Nestled down among the trees. 

 

 
 

Curator, Dr. Barbara Ann Hall 
Assistant Curator, Robert Lee Staples II 

Prints developed by photographer Manuel Flores 
 

Special thanks to Julio Martinez of Inez Fine Art & Frames  
for his work in framing all of the photographs,  
Ric Ivy, Frank & Gilbert Ng, and Mike Arnold  

for the installation of the exhibit, and  
Laura Brady of the Covina Valley Historical Society  

for her support. 
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