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MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 30, 2010 SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COVINA CITY COUNCIL/REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/PUBLIC FINANCE AUTHORITY HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 125 EAST COLLEGE STREET


Mayor Delach called the Special City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Council Members Present:
Allen, Delach, King, Low, Stapleton

Elected Officials Absent: 
City Clerk
Staff Members Present: City Manager, City Attorney, Community Development Director, Sr. Redevelopment Manager, Redevelopment Manager, Contract Communications Manager, Deputy City Clerk

The Deputy City Clerk of the Covina City Council hereby declares that the agenda for the November 30, 2010 Special City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority meeting was posted on November 24, 2010 near the front entrance of City Hall, 125 East College Street, Covina, in accordance with §54954.2(a) of the Government Code.


Council Member Kevin Stapleton led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Marcia Enger expressed her appreciation in the efforts that were made to relocate Giovanni's restaurant and have the business remain in the City of Covina.

Mayor Delach reminded everyone of the 60th Annual Covina Christmas Parade: Saturday, December 4, 2010 beginning at 6:30 p.m.
None.


City Council received a presentation of the Strategic Plan updated at the October 26, 2010 Workshop.

City Manager Daryl Parrish reported the attached Strategic Plan matrix was updated as a result of the workshop held on October 26, 2010.  Goals were completed and there were amendments to objectives along with new objectives added.
On a motion by Mayor Pro Tem King, seconded by Council Member Allen, the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority approved Consent Calendar item CC1.  Motion carried 5-0.
Redevelopment Agency to approve the Relocation and Lease Termination Settlement Offer/Agreement with La Tazza Café as part of the Olson Citrus Walk Project.

City Manager Daryl Parrish reported this item is before Council based on the terms outlined in executive session.  He noted the vacation date of December 26, 2010 in addition to a partial payment of 50% with the remaining 50% once the premises are vacated.  City Manager Daryl Parrish stated the Covina Unified School District Board would hear this item on December 6, 2010.
On a motion by Mayor Pro Tem King, seconded by Council Member Allen, the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority approved Consent Calendar item CC2.  Motion carried 4-1, with Council Member Stapleton voting no.
Joint Public Hearing was before City Council/Redevelopment Agency for the consideration of a Lease Agreement with Elite Dining Services, Inc., dba Giovanni’s Ristorante, for property located at 114 E. Italia Street, Covina, California.

Mayor Delach opened the public hearing at 6:38 p.m.  There were no speakers.  Mayor Delach closed the public hearing at 6:38 p.m.

Council Member Allen and Mayor Delach spoke in favor of the restaurant relocation.  Council Member Allen noted the success of the business.
Council Member Low expressed his concern regarding the rent schedule for the project.  He noted that the rent is waived the first four months and averages to $.53 a square foot for the first year, which is below market level.  He spoke of his concern regarding the project being coupled with another business and of the overall cost of the Olson project.  Council Member Low stated that there is a posted sign at the new location prior to this contract being approved and he feels that it is not an appropriate.
Redevelopment Agency Deputy Executive Director Robert Neiuber reported that the City Council/Redevelopment Agency previously approved a Right of Entry Agreement for Giovanni's, which allowed work to begin at the new site.  He noted the agreement states that any work completed at the new site would be done at their risk and with no guaranty of approval by Council/Agency.
Council Member Stapleton stated it is common to allow for tenant improvements by cash infusion or forgiveness of rent for a period in order to attract tenants.  He stated the particular establishment has done well in the community and that the new location could have the opportunity to serve more customers.  Council Member Stapleton referred to the average square foot cost of $.53 and pointed out having no tenant would bring in no lease funds.  He believes this is a good deal for the City given the current commercial market.
Council Member Allen expressed his approval on the project and stated this relocation agreement would address complaints heard about vacant commercial buildings.  He noted this project was discussed in closed session, is fair and good for the economic development of the City.
Mayor Pro Tem King stated the project is beneficial for local business.

Mayor Delach expressed her disappointment with Council Member Low's comments and feels that if Council were to go along with all the no votes, the City of Covina would have empty buildings.  She expressed appreciation for supporters of progress.
On a motion made by Council Member Stapleton, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem King, the City Council/Redevelopment Agency adopted Agency Resolution No. 10-645, making certain findings pursuant to Health and Safety Code §33433 and approving a Lease Agreement for real property located at 114 E. Italia Street, Covina, California; and adopted City Resolution No. 10-6910, making certain findings pursuant to Health and Safety Code §33433 and approving a Lease Agreement for real property located at 114 E. Italia Street, Covina, California.  Motion carried 4-1, with Council Member Low voting no.
At 6:44 p.m., Mayor Delach adjourned the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority special meeting in honor of Violet (Jean) Ann Chadwick.  The next meeting of the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Public Finance Authority meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 7, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. for closed session followed by open session at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 125 East College Street, Covina, California, 91723.

________________________________

Catherine M. LaCroix

Deputy City Clerk/Agency Secretary

Approved this 21st day of December, 2010.

________________________________
Peggy Delach, Mayor/Chairperson
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